
EAnnual Grants are awarded for projects that make positive impact on student learning and

support the NEF Mission.  Applications open in November and close in late January/early

February. Awarded grants will be funded on July 1 for implementation the following school year. To

ensure that your innovative idea has the best possible opportunity for approval, please review the

Annual Grants guidelines before starting an application.

Grant Procedures and Guidelines

Initiated by a District 203 staff member or
student and support at least one D203 school
Approved by the Principal
Aligned to your school’s Improvement Plan
and/or to a curricular area or standard or the
school's high value need

ALL GRANTS MUST BE:
NEF will not consider funding other nonprofit
organizations.
Grants are not awarded for salaries, furniture,
fundraising efforts or storage materials.

IMPORTANT TO NOTE

Grants are awarded in the following
categories:

Diversity and Inclusion
Fine Arts and Physical Education
Social Emotional Learning (SEL)
Science, Technology, Engineering and Math
(STEM)
Literacy grants are funded through the
Jeanine Nicarico Memorial Literacy Fund 

Preference will be given to original, innovative
proposals or proposals that are of the highest
value to the school.
High value parent engagement programs will
be considered if the Principal or designated
staff member is the author and
supervises/oversees implementation.
Student submissions must be approved and
supervised by a teacher and/or administrator
who must also be the Grant Lead.
Materials provided by the grant become the
property of the school where the grant
originated and not the property of any
individual or group. Unused project funds will
be returned to NEF.

GUIDELINES
Awarded Grants will be funded after July 1 for
implementation in the next school year.
Grant applications will be reviewed by current
and former NEF Trustees, District 203 faculty,
staff and administration, community
members and District 203 retirees.  
Responses must be clear and specific and
describe what the requested funds will
purchase and what implementation will look
like. Acronyms should be avoided or defined.
A completed evaluation report including a
financial recap will be required for all funded
grants
 At the conclusion of your project, you will be
required to submit a report consisting of an
evaluation form and financial recap. Please
remember to keep any documentation
(invoices, receipts, surveys, videos,
photographs, etc.) that may be needed to
complete this report. Any unused project
funds will be returned to NEF.

PROCESS AND TIMELINE
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https://nef203.org/site/wp-content/uploads/2021/07/ExpressGrants_GuidelinesScoring_July2021.pdf
http://www.nicaricoliteracyfund.org/
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NEF Mission: NEF encourages creativity, innovation and excellence in our students by helping

to ensure that every Naperville 203 student can take advantage of opportunities that make

the most of their education.

Annual Grants Evaluation Rubric
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